The weather was very unseasonable and dirty, so that walking the town with his Majesty he observed I had but thin shoes, and advised me to get a stronger pair, to prevent getting cold, which I here mention as an example of that prince's great goodness and care of those persons that came near him, however inconsiderable.
Hearing soon after my arrival that the Duchess of Portsmouth had. spoken again to the King to accept my son as his page of honour, I thanked her for it, who told me she would present him herself at her return to London to his Majesty. She invited me the day after to dinner, where his Majesty, having dined before, sat by us all the while. The next day
March 20, I dined with the Duke of Albemarle; the clay after with the French ambassador by invitation. The same day that duke told me that he had received a letter from the Duke of Newcastle to be kind to me,: and bid me when I wrote to him to assure him that he had commanded him a tiling to do that he had as much a disposition to do as his grace to direct him to it.
March 22. Being mounted on a good horse of my own breed, both the King and the duchess commended him, but I had the ill-fortune to lame him as he came to London. That clay the Court returned for London, and I went to Bury to sec my Aunt Monson, whom I found in good health, though of great years. The next day I returned for Newmarket, and then to London.
The diversions the King followed at Newmarket were these :—Walking in the morning till ten. o'clock; then he went to the cockpit till dinner time; about three he went to the horse-races; at six to the cockpit for an hour; then to the play, though the comedians were very indif-